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Congratulations to valedicto-

rian, Besnik Shuaipaj, who left 

us with these wise words:  

 

I have been attending the Mon-

tessori School of Lemont for ten 

years now, and in those ten 

amazing years, I have learned 

so many life lessons, made so 

many friends and told so many 

jokes. 

 
I remember my time...vividly.  I 

started as a preschooler and 

quickly created some unforget-

Students, staff and parents came together to celebrate 

our MSOL students who completed each of our three 

year cycles. Kindergarteners moved from Primary to 

Lower Elementary.  Third graders moved on from 

Lower Elementary to Upper Elementary.  Sixth graders 

moved into the Adolescent program and eighth graders 

become alumni.  We gathered in the amphitheater to 

honor those ‘leveling up’ and our celebration ended 

with our annual year-end picnic.   

table friends with whom I 

would do most of my 

works...From perfecting my 

fine motor skills with pouring 

pitchers, moving beads, and 

practicing cursive letters to 

more creative endeavors like 

painting and drawing, each 

work felt more like a privilege 

than a chore. Sometimes I 

would even want to dirty the 

floor or smudge the silverware 

so I could use the mesmeriz-

ing polishing tools or the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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“ It’s ok to 

make mistakes! 

Just try again” 

D.S., age 5 

“Yeah! That’s 

how we learn.”  

S.L., age 5  

 

Thank You! 

Natalia tears up at Volunteer 

Appreciation. 

You never know what you 

might find during recess! 

these young men have spent 

years in listening to words and 

listening does not make a 

man. Only practical work and 

experience lead the young to 

maturity. 

 

My vision of the future is no 

longer of people taking exams 

and proceeding on that 

certification from the 

secondary school to the 

university, but of individuals 

passing from one stage of 

independence to a higher, by 

means of their own activity, 

through their own effort of 

will, which constitutes the 

inner evolution of the 

individual. 

-From Childhood to 

Adolescence, 1948 

 

And how far, we may ask, 

does it take one to hold a 

degree these days? [1948] 

Can one be sure of even 

earning a living? ...And how do 

we explain this lack of 

confidence? The reason is that 

Reflecting on this year and 

everything that was accom-

plished, we know that none of 

it would have happened with-

out the help of our amazing 

staff, our committed volun-

teers, donors, and parents.  

 

There are a lot of moving parts 

to sync-up in order for a school 

year to be a success and we 

couldn’t do it without you. 

Thank you to everyone who 

made this school year such a 

memorable one.  

The smiles on the students’ faces 

at the end of each day speak for 

themselves and that is our re-

ward.  We do what we do “for 

all the little reasons.”  

Thank you to the families  

and alumni who joined us 

for our Spring Performanc-

es! The Kindergarteners 

performed “The Lion 

Sleeps Tonight” a musical 

interpretation of Aesop’s 

fable, The Boy Who Cried 

Wolf under the direction 

of Senor Ceron. 
 

The Elementary and Ado-

lescents students per-

formed the original play, 

The Game of Eras about 

Montessori’s Second Great 

Lesson, the coming of life 

on earth. The Game of 

Eras was written by the 

Adolescent students and  

directed by MSOL thea-

ter director, Audrey Tu-

nis with accompaniment 

from our MSOL band, 

Vanilla Foothill debuting 

their original song, Sprite 

Cranberry. 
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“Learning is not 

a chore if you 

enjoy it.” 

B.S., age 14  

Kindergartners rehearsing with 

Senor Ceron. 

Thank you to the Gawlik family for 

procuring eight new hens for us! 

Philanthropy 

The Montessori School of 

Lemont's Adolescent Class 

has completed many philan-

thropic projects this school 

year.  We will be making a 

monetary donation to the 

Marfan Foundation this 

school year in the amount of 

$100.00 towards research to 

prevent Marfan's Disease.  

We donated $100.00 to 

The Montessori School of 

Lemont's playground fund.  

We purchased a $100 raffle 

ticket to win 50% off one 

year’s tuition at MSOL in 

hopes of helping a class-

mate’s family. Over 50 

pairs of clean, new socks 

were sent to the Peace 

Rose Montessori School in 

Wilmington, North Caroli-

na. We donated our hard 

work and service to Feed 

My Starving Children by 

packing 28,512 meals. The 

MSOL Adolescents also 

spent $1388.35 for the care 

of our class and school pets 

and chickens. 

that popped into our minds, 

whether it be writing about 

superheroes, our trips, or 

daily life.  I will always re-

member the thrill of learning 

new words on our pre-test 

and finally getting them right 

on the post-test.  The gram-

mar lessons were also as 

memorable due to the joy of 

putting the subjects, predi-

cates, and objects in just the 

right way to create a per-

fectly crafted sentence.  At 

lest I forget the 5 Great 

Lessons that taught me the 

development of the universe 

and our planet. 

 
When the years had passed 

and 7th grade had begun ...I 

found the greatest connec-

tion with the boys with their 

outgoing personalities and 

clever responses.  Almost al 

of my most joyous experi-

ences at MSOL have been 

with them.  They have 

taught me how to be more 

extroverted and how to so-

cialize with others.  [The 

Adolescent] curriculum was 

much like a modge podge of 

all the other classrooms’ 

teachings in order to pre-

pare you for high school.  It 

had spelling, math, art, so-

amazing sponges and cones to 

scrub the floor...  
 

In [the Lower Elementary] 

classroom, I had a big boost of 

freedom.  I got my own cubby 

and my own books.  We had a 

bigger classroom and a lot 

more kids that I could talk to 

and befriend.  We now had 

daily group lessons that we 

could work on together.  These 

lessons expanded on our stud-

ies in anatomy and math.  Get-

ting to finally use the checker-

board was a great achievement 

for me.  I could now add multi-

ple strenuous numbers togeth-

er.  It was also very satisfying to 

lay out the problem and slide 

the beads down the board layer 

by layer revealing my answer.  

If my answer was incorrect I 

would get a little mad but even-

tually, redo the problem and 

finding the correct result.  The 

parts of the animals would 

have been excruciatingly diffi-

cult to copy without [my] cur-

sive and reading lessons… 

 
4th to 5th grade [Upper Ele-

mentary] helped us expand our 

free-thinking skills with creative 

writing exercises in the morn-

ings to write about anything 
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cial studies, science, microe-

conomics, and language 

arts.  We were using text-

books and online resources 

to expand our knowledge.  

And preparing presentai-

tons and reports to present 

to the class, boosting my 

self-confidence.  The inclu-

sion of percentage grades 

mad the experience almost 

identical to how a 9th grade 

classroom would function. 

 
Then came my 8th grade 

year, where began to reflect 

on my previous years.  I 

remembered [my teach-

ers’:] kindness and consider-

ation...the freedom...the 

determination...the conver-

sations...Sudoku match-

es...the maturity...the Chi-

nese songs...the Spanish 

flashcards...and decoding 

the Latin roots and words.   

 
I would like to thank all of 

my friends, my parents, my 

four sisters, all of the teach-

ers, board, and staff for 

their support in these ten 

wonderful years.  Thanks to 

them I know whatever I’ll 

become in the future, I have 

the skills and knowledge to 

do so.               Thank you. 



 

16427 W. 135th Street 
Lemont, Illinois 60439 

Phone: 815-834-0607 
Fax: 815-834-0681 

 info@lemontmontessori.com 
Twitter: Lemontessori 
Find us on Facebook! 

 

The Montessori School of Lemont is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been educating chil-

dren ages 3 through 8th grade for almost 50 years based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria 

Montessori. The school was established in 1972 by teachers dedicated to offering families an individu-

alized educational approach for their children. The school relocated to Lemont in 1990. In 2001, the 

school moved to its permanent location after the construction of a new campus on 7.5 acres of do-

nated land.  In 2010, a third was completed to accommodate the growing enrollment and in 2011, a 

“natural” playground and an organic community garden were created. Funds are currently being 

raised to improve and grow our campus.  
 

MSOL shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sexual orientation or national or ethnic origin in the 

administration of its educational policies, admissions, scholarship programs, or other school programs.  

 

Are you interested in learning 

more about Montessori?  
Join us for one of our monthly 

“Coffees!”  

 
Prospective parents will tour 

the school, learn about the 

Montessori philosophy, ob-

serve a class in progress and 

meet with current parents, 

faculty and students.  For de-

tails, call or email us at  

info@lemontmontessori.com 
  

 Philosophy & Curriculum 

 Classroom Observation 

 Parent Mentors  

 Student Ambassadors  

 Admissions Process 
 

 

 

 
Join us for coffee and stay 

for a few years!  

For all the little reasons 

lemontmontessori.com 

Coffee Anyone? 

mailto:info@lemontmontessori.com
http://www.lemontmontessori.com

