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  “My middle school experience was the best, and it is all thanks to 

MSOL, one of the most important and unique schools there has ever 

been. This school has changed me to be a better person. The way it 

teaches students prepares them for the world; students learn from expe-

rience rather than hearing or reading about it. I have changed to become 

a more responsible person since I’ve been at this school. I have a greater 

appreciation for ancient cultures; I’ve learned how to take care of a variety of animals, how to 

manage a business, and how to get along with everyone. I’ll admit that I’m a bit nervous about 

entering high school because meeting so many new people will be scary. But I know the lessons 

we learned in the adolescent classroom will help us persevere through it all. “  - Claire 

As with our unpredictable end of the school year, the 

MSOL staff got creative to provide maintain our move 

up day traditions for students virtually. The third years 

in each level will attend a morning meeting via Zoom 

with the students in the next level and virtual move up 

day ceremonies will be held until we can all come to-

gether to share this milestone together.  

 “I remember the first day I came to 7th grade. I was welcomed by Mrs. 

McClenning and her class, and it brought me more confidence. My time 

here has given me, and I hope my classmates, a family and a comfortable 

environment. Even though some of us may be scared and unsure about 

everything ahead, we should focus on what we’re leaving behind. I am 

leaving behind what I consider my sort of second home at this point; I’m 

leaving behind the sort of weird, wacky family that our class is. 

   Earlier this year on Halloween, our class happened to have a field study at a zoo. We learned 

things about animals, sure, but my favorite highlight of that day was when some of my friends 

bought cheap glasses and started acting like animals themselves. Little memories and things like 

this are what I think of very often when I think of this class, and I’m most likely going to carry 

them with me to high school and whatever comes after that.   

Thank you to all of our teachers. Your stamina and endurance is truly, undeniably, incredibly 

breathtaking. Without your nearly unbreakable patience and willingness to teach, we would all 

have learned nothing.   To my classmates: You all are going to do great. I wish you all the best 

with everything. You’re all awesome!”  - Nina 

(Continued on page 3) 

Our graduates have all grown physically, intellectually, emotionally and spiritually during their 

time with us and we wish them all the best on their journey as life long learners!  A few of 

our graduates have shared their reflections on their experience at MSOL over the years: 



On Graduation     Dr. Maria Montessori 

Spring Show 
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“ Mrs. 

Scapellato, I 

want to be a 

teacher when I 

grow up!”  

D.B., age 6  
Thank You! 

Distance learning cooking!  

these young men have spent 

years in listening to words and 

listening does not make a 

man. Only practical work and 

experience lead the young to 

maturity. 

 

My vision of the future is no 

longer of people taking exams 

and proceeding on that 

certification from the 

secondary school to the 

university, but of individuals 

passing from one stage of 

independence to a higher, by 

means of their own activity, 

through their own effort of 

will, which constitutes the 

inner evolution of the 

individual. 

-From Childhood to 

Adolescence, 1948 

 

And how far, we may ask, 

does it take one to hold a 

degree these days? [1948] 

Can one be sure of even 

earning a living? ...And how do 

we explain this lack of 

confidence? The reason is that 

Education doesn’t stop when 

students are off campus; children 

are constantly observing the 

adults in their lives. Our stu-

dents have wonderful adults to 

look to for guidance in the work 

of the hands and the heart.  

 

We believe that it is because of 

our amazing staff, our commit-
ted volunteers, donors, and 

parents that we have been able 

to have another successful year 

at the Montessori School of 

Lemont.  

 

There are a lot of moving parts 

to sync-up in order for a school 

year to be a success and we 

couldn’t do it without you. 

Thank you to everyone who 

made this school year such a 

memorable one; and thank you 

for your continued support 

throughout this pandemic.  

“What the hand does, the mind remembers.”  
-Dr. Montessori  

Mila with her sprouted bean plant 

via Zoom to practice, record, 

and edit the performance. 

 
The cast includes: Naja Al-

masri, Alp Altas, Adam An-

tosiak, Marija Diburys, Zoe 

Dryfhout, Hannah Herring, 

Evelina Kaciulis, Meryk Moniz, 

Madelynn Moonier, Hayley 

Netter, Machenzi Netter, 

Varun Pradhan, Sophia River, 

Carina Santiago, Adam Stah-

mann, Matas Stuopis, Maxa-

million Trojanek, Vinn Tunis, 

Thank you to the students and 

families who assisted in this 

year’s original spring play, 

Montessori’s Third Great Les-

son: The Coming of Humans 

which was written and pro-

duced by Audrey Tunis, the 

MSOL theater director.  

 
Due to our shelter in place 

orders, students worked col-

laboratively with Mrs. Tunis, 

Max Urban, Johanna Waller, 

and Brandon Yates. 

 
The executive editors are 

Claire Wolfe and Marty 

Zenkevicius who received 

assistance from contributing 

editors: Alp Alatas, Adam 

Antosiak, Carina Santiago, and 

Rocco Tunis. 

 
We are excited to see the 

final performance on Thurs-

day, June 4th! 
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“When you 

enter into 

Montessori, you 

cease to exist as 

an individual 

and exist on a 

different  

plane.” 

N.K., age 15 

Dylan and Jessica conducting an at-

home science experiment 

Najah doing yoga via Zoom with 

Miss Celeste 

of the things I learned at 

MSOL will help prepare me 

for high school. If there is 

one thing I learned from 

Montessori School of Lem-

ont, it is to make good 

choices and think before 

you act.         -Noah  

 

  

“MSOL has provided a place 

for me to thrive by making 

bonds and creating connec-

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The first day of going to 

Montessori School of Lem-

ont was great; everyone was 

welcoming and polite. 

Throughout my time here, I 

grew to know everyone in 

the class and had many fun 

moments which I enjoyed a 

lot. I am excited and uneasy 

about high school, but a lot 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sentiments from the Class of 2020 

tions to school. I’ve 

learned that what I learn 

can help mold my future. 

I’m nervous to enter high 

school, but I know the 

knowledge I’ve gained will 

be on my side. I’ll miss 

the support and help 

from peers and teachers. 

I’ll miss the relationships 

and bonds I’ve made at 

school.”      -Sienna 

Parents’ Association Report 

May 12, 2020 

Officers Present: 

Jenna Treanor, President; Lori MacDonald, Vice President; Debbie Moreno, Secretary 

Also In Attendance:  

Therese Colby, Karen Damato, Jennifer Galka, Anna Antosiak, Elizabeth Waller, Deirdre 

Jones, Samantha Bonnell 

Call To Order At 9:30 By Jenna 

Meeting Adjourned At 10:30 By Jenna 

Executive Report:  Jenna Treanor, President 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Auction update 

 The auction brought in $8,000 this year. 

 Everything sold; The Nowakowski family won a tuition credit for next year 

through the raffle. 

 Expenses for the auction included a $350 fee for Auctria software 

 Therese to make sure that Public Landings returns our deposit 

PA Officer Elections 

 Therese abstained. 

 Debbie Moreno reviewed the list of nominees from the last meeting. Each posi-

tion was announced and unanimous votes were counted for each position 

 The new PA Board for the 2020/2021 school year is as follows: President: Jenna 

Treanor; Vice President: Karen Damato; Secretary: Jennifer Galka; Treasurer: 

Debbie Moreno 

AMS Accreditation Update provided by Therese 

Philanthropy 

 Reviewed school’s current list of charitable affiliations 

 Elizabeth suggested school participation in a food bank due to pandemic 

 Jenna discussed our affiliation with Hope and Friendship Program in Lemont  

 Therese posted in the weekly newsletter requests from H&F and welcomed the idea of 

participation in other programs  in communities where our school families live. 

The Parents' Association of Montessori School of Lemont exists to support the school's 

philosophy, programs, and activities for the benefit of all students, staff and families. 



 

16427 W. 135th Street 
Lemont, Illinois 60439 

Phone: 815-834-0607 
Fax: 815-834-0681 

 info@lemontmontessori.com 

Twitter: Lemontessori 
Find us on Facebook! 

 

The Montessori School of Lemont is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been educating children 

ages 3 through 8th grade for almost 50 years based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montes-

sori. The school was established in 1972 by teachers dedicated to offering families an individualized educa-

tional approach for their children. The school relocated to Lemont in 1990. In 2001, the school moved to 

its permanent location after the construction of a new campus on 7.5 acres of donated land.  In 2010, a 

third was completed to accommodate the growing enrollment and in 2011, a “natural” playground and an 

organic community garden were created. Funds are currently being raised to improve and grow our cam-

pus.  
 

Montessori School of Lemont does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender identity, sexual 

orientation, pregnancy, national origin, age, socio-economic level, physical ability, genetic information, and learning 

style in the administration of its educational policies, admissions, hiring, scholarships or other school programs.  

 

Are you interested in learning 

more about Montessori?  
Join us for one of our monthly 

“Coffees!”  

 
For this month, prospective 

parents will virtually tour the 

school, learn about the Mon-

tessori philosophy, and be 

introduced to faculty. For 

details, call or email us at  

info@lemontmontessori.com 

  

 Philosophy & Curriculum 

 Virtual Tour 

 Faculty Introductions 

 Q & A 

 Admissions Process 

 

 

 

 

   Thursday, June 4th  

Via Zoom 

 
Join us for coffee and stay 

for a few years!  

For all the little reasons 

lemontmontessori.com 

Coffee Anyone? 

Shawn-Michael’s Apraxia 

Awareness Day! 

The Village of Lemont and Major Egofske have declared May 

14th Apraxia Awareness Day in honor of Shawn-Michael Hall, an 

MSOL student! 

 
Childhood Apraxia of Speech is a rare neurological disorder that 

effects motor planning. Children with (CAS) know what they 

want to say but between their brain and the mouth the words 

just are not able to come out properly. The only treatment is 

early and intense speech therapy. 

 
The Hall family waited 3.5 years for Shawn-Michael to say his first 

words; however, a lot of (CAS) parents wait a lot longer -and 

some never hear their 

child’s voice. While other 

children were able to play, 

Shawn-Michael was attend-

ing over 450 speech therapy 

session before his 

6th birthday. 

 
Shawn-Michael and his fami-

ly are in the process of 

publishing a book for chari-

ty to raise awareness and 

funds for research. For 

more information on Shawn

-Michael’s story and the 

book that he is helping to 

illustrate visit: https://

www.danahalltherapy.com/

mailto:info@lemontmontessori.com
http://www.lemontmontessori.com
https://www.danahalltherapy.com/beyond-words.html
https://www.danahalltherapy.com/beyond-words.html

