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planned a season of socially 

distant options for parents and 

children. Typically our auction 

is an adults-only event with 

silent and live auctions that 

raises $30,000 -$40,000 each 

year. These important funds 

are allocated to classroom 

materials and the upkeep and 

improvement of our beautiful 

campus.  

 

This year, our PA is providing 

parents with virtual and in-

IOWA Testing is just around 

the corner. For 1st - 3rd graders, 

testing will begin on March 15th 

and continue through March 

19th.  4th- 8th grade testing will 

also start on March 15th and will 

be completed by March 26th.  

 
At MSOL, we administer the 

IOWA Test of Basic Skills not 

for diagnostic purposes but 

rather as a Practical Life activi-

ty.  Practical Life fosters con-

centration, coordination, and 

independence through activities 

of daily life.  When students 

complete our program and 

move into a conventional class-

room, testing and quizzing will 

be an activity of daily life.  

 

While introducing the IOWA 

test in the Montessori envi-

ronment, our staff has the 

opportunity to define the test-

ing experience and desensitize 

students to the anxiety and 

stress it can cause. 

 

For students to perform their 

best, please be sure your child 

gets a good night’s sleep and 

begins their day with a healthy 

breakfast. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

 

We are very excited about the 

Parents’ Association events 

coming up this spring! Instead 

one gala event, our PA has 

person choices to support 

the school.  Online, kids and 

parents can attend a fun 

gnome making class with 

materials that will be sent 

home in carpool.  Grown ups 

can get together online for a 

vodka tasting and martini 

making class with cocktail kits 

that will be delivered ahead 

of time.  In-person events 

include a kids’ painting party 

on the patio and the final 

Save the Date! 

 March 1st 
Tuition Due 

 

 March 5th 
Informational Coffee 
Science Fair 

 

 March 9th, 9:00am 
Parents’ Association  

Meeting 
 

 March 12th 

Adolescent Student Run  
Conferences 
Auction Event: Gnome  

Making Class 
 

 March 15th-19th 

Testing, 1st-9th grade 
 

 March 15th-26th 

Testing, 4th-8th grade 
 

 March 19th  

Auction Event: Martini  
Making Class 
 

 March 29th– April 2nd 
Spring Break, No School  
Classes resume April 5th 

Auction Season 2021 

Together Today  

for a Brighter Tomorrow 



Summer School      -Therese Colby 

Page 2 Montessori School of Lemont 

 

“Ms. Medina,  

I have to tell 

you something 

weird… it 

smells like 

summer when 

it’s really 

winter.” 

-O.G.,  age 5 

years.  To gauge interest in 

scheduling and course 

preferences, we have created a 

summer survey and will rely 

on your feedback to plan our 

summer programming. 

 

Whether you’re looking for 

sports, academic programs to 

avoid ‘summer slide,’ or if you 

are taking a break from the 

school routine, we’d like to 

hear what your plans are for 

the summer.  Thanks in 

advance for your input. 

It has been a long winter with  

record snowfall, frigid 

temperatures and our first 

Zoom Snow Day.  We are 

looking forward to the 

summer and excited to be 

planning our summer 

programs. 

 

Over the years we have 

offered options for half and 

full day Montessori programs 

for students ages 3-7 and a 

variety of summer camp 

activities for students 5-14 

Parents’ Association Report 

February 9, 2021 

Officers Present: 

Jenna Treanor, President  

Karen Damato, Vice President 

Debbie Moreno, Treasurer 

Jennifer Galka, Secretary 

Also in attendance: Therese Colby, Elizabeth Waller 

 

Meeting called to order at 9:00am by Jenna Treanor 

Executive Report: Jenna 

 

Old Business    

Pajama Day Report: 133 pairs of pajamas donated to Guardian Angel Services 

 

New Business  

Auction 

-Event website 

-Donation levels determined  

-Virtual Events: Gnome Making Class and Martini Making Class 

-In-Person (Outdoor) Events: Paint Party and Wine Tasting 
-Classroom Projects: Each project will have 20 raffle tickets available for $50 each.  

-Teacher Features: Similar to prior years, limited spots for each room. First come, first serve. 

-Students in Action Photos: Primary pictures of the children working. Older students will be ’flying’        

 shots. The cost to print and frame pictures is $25.  Will be sold for $75. Two weeks 

 turnaround time.    

-Marketing:  Jenna to send email (2/9) to parents with information on the sign-up website. 

 Debbie will have Room Parents send out an email each week (2/17 and 2/24) highlighting a 

 different event. She will also have room parents send copies of the procurement letter/form 

 to seek donations from the community.  

Grandparents’ Day 

 Jenna suggested doing via Zoom, similar to parent/student nights. Jenna also suggested having 

 students create invitations with Zoom link. 

Spring Fest 

 Elizabeth suggest a Spring Fest celebration to replace the canceled Fall Fest celebration. Jenna 

 noted that we will hold off on pursuing the idea further until we have a better sense of what 

 the limits on gatherings may be in Spring.  

 Therese suggested that if possible, hold on same day as graduation. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:38am by Jenna Treanor   Next meeting, Tuesday, March 9th at 9:00am 

Alicia shows off her  

handmade snowshoe during  

Adventure Club 

Adolescents making the most out of 

their indoor recess  

 

https://forms.gle/JyUqPKWfQSAwY6FaA
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/MSOLAnnualAuction
https://forms.gle/JyUqPKWfQSAwY6FaA


IOWA Testing and the PSAT  

“I got a lot of 

my math 

problems 

wrong, but I 

didn’t give up, 

I just kept 

trying.” 

-O.Y., age 7 
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Science Fair   

Our 4th-9th grade students will 

hold their Annual Science Fair on 

March 5th.  They have been work-

ing diligently on their experiments 

and are looking forward to pre-

senting their findings to parents.  

The Upper Elementary will invite 

parents in-person for socially dis-

tant presentations and the Adoles-

cents will share a 360 video with 

their parents courtesy of 7th grade 

dad, Keith Nowakowski! 

 

Typically, the students would re-

hearse earlier in the day with the 

younger students as their audience 

and we all look forward to being 

able to enjoy that tradition again 

next year.  It is one of several 

bridging activities throughout the 
year that is designed for younger 

students to visit their future class-

rooms in order to ease their tran-

sition when the time comes.   

Scientists from Citgo have con-

sulted with Upper El students on 

their exhibits and question them 

on their methods and findings.  

The Adolescent class is the first 

to have their projects judged 

using a rubric they are provided.   

 

Our Adolescent program is de-

signed to be a transitional pro-

gram that prepares students for 

high school by introducing them 

to conventional practices includ-

ing rubrics, percentage grades and 

1:1 computing in their independ-

ent and project-based Montessori 

work.  Guest lecturers, interac-

tive presentations, collaborative 

learning and peer review are 

combined with deadlines and 
formal assessments in a socially 

and emotionally supportive envi-

ronment that is critical at their 

stage of development. 

Until the pandemic, MSOL has 

administered the IOWA Test of 

Basic Skills to our students in grades 

1-8.  The statewide school closures 

occurred just prior to Spring 2020 

testing and the Illinois State Board 

of Education waived testing 

requirements during that time.  

 

2021 testing is scheduled to begin 

on March 22 and this year will also 

include the PSAT for our 9th grade 

students.  Since 1972, MSOL has 

enrolled students through 8th grade 

and began accepting 9th grade 

students in 2020.   

Conventional measurement tools like the IOWAs do not measure social-emotional intelligence 

and often do not track with the scope or sequence of our curriculum yet our students typically 

perform above grade level.  While standardized testing does not evaluate many critical skills, it can 

provide data for measuring learner outcomes and program efficacy.  Test taking in itself is an 

important skill and is approached as a practical life activity.  Our staff often provides students with 

their first impression of testing and strives to prepare a low pressure, no stakes environment. 

Parents have the option to opt out of testing for their children.   

Penny making a mini snowman 

Damian bundled up and 

ready for a snowy recess 

event will be a wine tasting 

in the courtyard. 

 

Classroom Projects will still 

be up for grabs but instead 

of a Live Auction there will 

be a wheel of chance at the 

Wine Tasting on May 7th.  

Only 20 raffle tickets for 

each project will be available 

on the auction website for 

$50 each.  Parents may pur-

chase more than one raffle 

ticket and need not be pre-

sent to win.   

 

The staff will also offer 
Teacher Features for stu-

dents to join them on an 

outing or special art, cook-

ing or gardening project at 

school.  A limited number of 

spaces will be offered online 

for $100 each.  

 

Thanks in advance for sup-

porting our PA and our 

school! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Auction 2021 
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The Montessori School of Lemont is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been educating children 

ages 3 through 8th grade for almost 50 years based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montes-

sori. The school was established in 1972 by teachers dedicated to offering families an individualized educa-

tional approach for their children. The school relocated to Lemont in 1990. In 2001, the school moved to 

its permanent location with two custom designed buildings on 7.5 acres of donated land.  In 2010, a third 

building was constructed to accommodate the growing enrollment and in 2011, a natural playground and 

an organic community garden were created. Funds are currently being raised to continue to improve and 

grow our campus.  
 

Montessori School of Lemont does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender identity, sexual orien-

tation, pregnancy, national origin, age, socio-economic level, physical ability, genetic information, and learning style 

in the administration of its educational policies, admissions, hiring, scholarships or other school programs.  

 

Are you interested in learning 

more about Montessori?  
Join us for one of our monthly 

“Coffees!”  

 
Prospective parents will tour 

the school, learn about the 

Montessori philosophy, ob-

serve a class in progress and 

meet with current parents, 

faculty and students.  For de-

tails, call or email us at  

info@lemontmontessori.com 
  

 Philosophy & Curriculum 

 Classroom Observation 

 Parent Mentors  

 Student Ambassadors  

 Admissions Process 

 

 

 

 

   Friday, March 5  

Friday, April 9 

 

Join us for coffee and stay 
for a few years!  

...for all the little reasons 

lemontmontessori.com 

Coffee Anyone?  

Pajama Day Donations 

133 pairs of pajamas were collected for 

Guardian Angel Community Services. 

mailto:info@lemontmontessori.com
http://www.lemontmontessori.com

