Montessori School of
Lemont
Since 1972

Save the Date!


April 1st
Tuition Due
Wine Tasting & Paint Party
Registration Due



April 5
Classes Resume



April 9th
Virtual Informational Coffee



April 13th
Parents’ Association Meeting



April 23rd
Grandparent’s Day



April 29th & 30th
Parent-Teacher Conferences
& Take-Your-Adolescent-toWork Day

th
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Celebrating Grandparents & Special Someone’s Day
Grandparents and special guests
are invited to be part of our
school community on Friday,
April 23rd. Similar to our parent
-student evenings, each individual classroom is adapting
Grandparents and Special
Someone’s day to best fit these
socially distant times.
Whether virtual or in person,

children are proud to show off
their school, their hard work
and especially their friends on
this special day.
Please watch for more information about Grandparents
and Special Someone’s day
from your child’s teacher and
happy Grandparents’ Day!

“His Story” A Conversation with Emmett Till’s Cousin
- Lauren Vincenti
On March 9th, MSOL welcomed
Reverend Wheeler Parker, second
cousin to Emmett Till, to speak to
our 5th-9th grade students about his
experience being witness to Till’s
“crime” and kidnapping.
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Once everyone settled in, Parker
began by asking students to give a
definition of history. They provided
the definition “the way things
were.” Parker commended the
students who gave answers and
explained that American history is
not always pleasant nor pretty and
that a lot of the time, our history
has been embellished or only told
from one perspective.

ca, African Americans had to use
phrases like “yes, ma’am” or “yes,
sir” when speaking to white people.
The pair made it to Mississippi on a
Sunday and their visit to the Bryant
Grocery store was on Wednesday.
Parker recounts that nothing happened while they were in the store,
however after they had left and Mrs.
Bryant came out, Till let out a wolf
whistle. Parker and the others with
Till knew that the whistle was inappropriate.
That night, Parker recalls hearing
people talking in the house at 2:30
in the morning. He said it was pitch

black outside, but when the people
he heard came into his room, he
could see that one of them had a
pistol in their hand. At this point,
Reverend Wheeler Parker said “I
closed my eyes and prepared to
die.” The next thing he remembers
is the loud disagreement coming
from Till’s room before his cousin
was taken away.
At daybreak, people started looking
for Emmett Till, checking the rivers
first. Till was found in a river three
days later naked, beaten, and tied
to a cotton gin.
Parker told our students that during
(Continued on page 4)

Wheeler Parker began to tell his
story, one that hadn’t been asked
of him until 30 years after Till’s
death. He described Till as a prankster and a jokester who also had a
stutter. Parker and Till traveled to
Mississippi to visit family, even
though some family members were
worried about Till “getting his language right.” Parker explained to
our students that in 1950’s Ameri-

Reverend Wheeler Parker shares history with MSOL students

Page 2

Montessori School of Lemont

Auction 2021

Alp works on fixing the chicken
coop door.

“Did you know
that I love
math?”
-A.G., age 7
“Really? Me, too!”

Next month our auction
season will conclude with a
Wine Tasting and Raffle on
May 7th. Our annual
fundraiser benefits our
classroom and building funds.
For almost five decades, school
parents have helped raise funds
in a variety of ways and today
we have our beautiful campus
to show for it!
In the early years, staff and
parents sold everything from
coupon books and wrapping
paper to Christmas trees and
taffy apples. By 1992 our
Parents’ Association was
formed and our annual auction
was born. The switch to a
major annual event, coupled
with the donation of almost

-D.D., age 8

multiplication problem
using four stamp games!]

Montessori School of Lemont
is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
charitable organization that
relies on our annual
fundraising events for the
growth and improvement of
our campus and programs.
Our theme this year is also
our goal, Together Today
for a Brighter Tomorrow.
As we are all very aware our
lives have changed due to the
pandemic and we are looking
forward to sharing our love
for our school, our teachers
and our children.
Instead of a gala, this year we
have offered smaller events
either online or in person,
for both children and for

Dylan and Adam
solving their own problem!

Our building and development
funds support the continuous
improvement of our programs
and campus. Projects include
the construction of our Fitness
& Fine Arts Studio, instruments
for our music program, parking
lot expansion and repairs, the
chicken coop, fencing, signage,
air purification and replacement
HVAC systems.
Our goal is a multi-purpose
building to house additional
programs including PE and a
toddler program with meeting,

performance and event space
for the community events we
are looking forward to hosting
again soon.
Thank you to the volunteers
and donors who have
generously supported our
school for almost 50 years.
Special thanks to our current
PA and all the work they’ve
done under the leadership of
Jenna Treanor to reinvent the
wheel this year in so many
ways. I hope to see you on
May 7th where we will spin a
literal wheel for a chance to
win your child’s classroom
project!
Thanks for your continued
support of MSOL!

adults. The Virtual Gnome
Making Class and a Martini
Making Class were a blast and
raised $4,000!

guys!”

with a dynamic

eight acres of land in 1999, have
made it possible for us to
finance our three custom
designed buildings and our
beautiful natural playground.

Auction News, Events, and Updates

“We are the math

[challenging themselves

-Therese Colby

Next up is the Kid’s Paint
Party which will be held
outdoors on campus on
Friday, April 9. The next
event for adults is the Wine
Tasting with One Eleven Wine
and Martini Parlour. This
event will also be in held in
person at the gazebo on
campus on May 7th.
In an average year the auction
raises $20,000 and has raised
as much as $40,000. We need
your help to reach our goal
to build a new multipurpose
building to accommodate
physical education, performing
arts, and community events
like Fall Fest, parent meetings
and other social events!
-The MSOL Parents’ Association

The Parents' Association of Montessori School of Lemont exists to support the school's
philosophy, programs, and activities for the benefit of all students, staff and families.
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Charitable Tax Benefits Extended for 2021
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security
(CARES) Act, passed in early
2020, offered provisions
designed to encourage gifts
to charity, including Montessori School of Lemont, during the pandemic.

The Taxpayer Certainty and
Disaster Tax Relief Act of 2020
extends and enhances those
provisions through 2021.

been extended for cash
gifts made in 2021 and increased to $600 for joint
filers.

The CARES Act included a
deduction of $300 for cash
gifts to charity for taxpayers
who don’t itemize. This has

Gifts must be made directly
to a qualified charity like
MSOL.
MSOL teachers ‘stickin’ it’ to
COVID

Classroom Projects & Teacher Features
Every year, students create a project to be auctioned off to the highest bidder at our annual gala.
This year, thanks to our creative PA President, Jenna Treanor, this tradition has saved and reimagined. While there will not be a live auction, parents can go to the MSOL Auction website to buy
chances for a spot on a raffle wheel. Chances are $50 and there are 20 spots available on the wheel.
The Spin It To Win It Raffle will take place live at the Wine Tasting on May 7 th and the winner does
not need to be present to win. It’s not too late to purchases your chances or purchase a Teacher
Feature experience on the auction site for $100. Check out the inspiration for projects and features below!

“I think I’m a
reasonable guy
because I’m smart
… and I always
listen to my mom
and dadda.”
-C.K., age 4

Across the top row are the primary classroom projects: “Sea Glass and Seashells” by the Blue
Room, “Diamond Painting of the World” by the Green Room, and “Glass Bead Mobile” by the
Yellow Room. In the second row is the Purple Room’s Corn Hole Game, Orange Room’s project
titled “Stitch by Stitch, Row by Row,” and the Silver Room’s “Mosaic Masterpiece.” Each class is
also offering a special Teacher Feature experience for a limited number of students:






Mrs. Scapellato and Ms. Pasharikoff will be hosting a Play Date & Picnic
Mrs. Rodey and Mrs. Kraker are staying on theme with a Diamond Painting Project
Mrs. Fry and Ms. Medina are hosting a Walk in the Woods at the Little Red Schoolhouse
Ms. Stephanie and Ms. Yola will be playing Outdoor Games
Ms. Hayevsky and Mrs. Shaw will be hosting a Picnic in the Woods

Lucca and his science
fair project

...for all the little reasons
The Montessori School of Lemont is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been educating children
ages 3 through 8th grade for almost 50 years based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. The school was established in 1972 by teachers dedicated to offering families an individualized educational approach for their children. The school relocated to Lemont in 1990. In 2001, the school moved
to its permanent location after the construction of a new campus on 7.5 acres of donated land. In 2010,
a third was completed to accommodate the growing enrollment and in 2011, a “natural” playground and
an organic community garden were created. Funds are currently being raised to improve and grow our
campus.
16427 W. 135th Street
Lemont, IL 60439

Montessori School of Lemont does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender identity, sexual
orientation, pregnancy, national origin, age, socio-economic level, physical ability, genetic information, and learning
style in the administration of its educational policies, admissions, hiring, scholarships or other school programs.

Phone: 815-834-0607
Fax: 815-834-0681
info@lemontmontessori.com
Twitter: @lemontessori
FB: montessorischooloflemont

lemontmontessori.com

Coffee Anyone?
It is the mission of the
Montessori School
of Lemont
to provide for the
physical,
intellectual,
emotional, and
spiritual
education of children ages
3-15 years
following the methods and
philosophy of
Dr. Maria Montessori.

Are you interested in learning
more about Montessori?
Join us for one of our monthly
“Coffees!”
Prospective parents will tour
the school, learn about the
Montessori philosophy, observe a class in progress and
meet with current parents,
faculty and students. For details, call or email us at
info@lemontmontessori.com







Philosophy & Curriculum
Classroom Observation
Parent Mentors
Student Ambassadors
Admissions Process

Friday, May 7th
Join us for coffee and stay
for a few years!

(Continued from page 1)

that time period, there had never
been a trial in Mississippi for white
offenses towards black people and
some even suggested there be a
reward for the people responsible
for killing Till.
Due to Till being submerged in
water for three days, he was unrecognizable and some claimed
that it wasn’t Till who was found.
However, Till was identified by
family and the men responsible for
Till’s abduction and murder were
put on trial.
It has been said that Till’s death
was a catalyst for the Civil Rights
Movement and Rosa Parks' inspiration for not giving up her seat on
a bus in Montgomery, Alabama.

written a book that will be published by Random House Publishing. When asked what students should take away from
Parker’s visit, he gave us three
pieces of advice:
“Learn to laugh, stay busy,
and when you get a chance
to make a difference…
make the difference.”
Thank you to Reverend Wheeler
Parker for coming to Montessori
School of Lemont and speaking
with our students. Thank you to
the Netter family for making
this experience possible for our
students.

In 1955, the Federal Government
would not get involved, however,
Till’s case was reopened in 2018
by the Department of Justice.
Our conversation with Reverend
Wheeler Parker was coming to an
end, but he wanted to end on a
more positive note. Parker has

Rev. Parker and Ms. Colby

