Save the Date!
 May 1st
Tuition Due
 May 4th
Teacher Appreciation Day
 May 7th
Virtual Informational Coffee

May 2021

Earth Day

 May 20th
6th Grade Parent Meeting

On April 22, the students at
MSOL participated in Earth Day
activities.

 May 21st
Adolescent Student-Led
Conferences
 May 28th
Last Day, Preschool Students
 May 30th
No School, Memorial Day
 June 4th
Last Day of School, K-9th
Move Up Celebrations
8th Grade Graduation
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tree donated by the HenryWessel family.

The Adolescents spent the day
outside cleaning and doing
maintenance in, on, and around
the chicken coop as well as
planting seedlings that the
Farmessori students started.
Upper Elementary went into the
woods surrounding the school to
do a trash pick up after having a
lesson on plastics and recycling.

The Blue Room, took their globe
outside and talked with each
other about living on planet
Earth and what we can do to
protect the environment.
Finally, the Green Room celebrated Earth Day by reading a
book about Earth and then went
outside to admire what Mother
Nature has given us here on
campus.

The Lower Elementary also
picked up garbage around the
school’s campus and prepared
the outdoor environments for
Grandparents’ Day.

In addition to celebrating and
caring for the school’s land, the
Crippen family arranged a park
clean up at Mayfair Park off campus.

For Yellow Room, Earth Day fell
on their nature walk day, and
they also planted a red maple

Just in time for Earth Day, MSOL
was designated a Certified
Schoolyard Habitat by the

National Wildlife Federation! Recognition is given to
schools that demonstrate a commitment to sustainably provide
the essential elements of wildlife
habitat and provide students a
place to learn outdoors and connect with nature.

Schoolyard Habitat sign is proudly
displayed on the chicken coop.

“The land is where our roots are. The children must be taught to feel and live
in harmony with the Earth.”
- Dr. Maria Montessori

Together Today for a Brighter Tomorrow
Purple Room

Yellow Room

Silver Room

Orange Room

Green Room

Blue Room

Our season of auction
events will soon be coming to an end, but the fun
isn’t over yet. Raffle tickets are still on sale for
classroom projects. Buy
up to 20 chances to win a
classroom project, only
$50 per chance!
Proceeds go towards the
classrooms. All other
auction proceeds will benefit the Building Fund for a
multipurpose use building
to accommodate physical
education, performing arts
and events.
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Thank You

-Therese Colby

As we wind down this eventful
school year (when simply
attending school was eventful!)
the faculty and staff are looking
forward to honoring the
volunteers and donors who
helped make it memorable. We
hope you can all join us on
Friday, May 14 at the gazebo
from 4– 6pm.
Adrianna with her Grandparents
and the beloved chicken, Polly

“Mrs. Stephanie, you
know how you always
say that you shouldn't
do a work just to do it,
but you should
practice a work so that
you understand it?
Well, I can lay out the
BC/AD timeline, but
I’m still having a hard
time understanding
why time goes in the
order it does. Could
you explain it to me
again tomorrow?”
-E.L., age 8

Our events may have looked
different this year but our
creative PA volunteers managed
to increase participation in our

annual Walk, Jog, Color-Run
while creating new online and
in-person events making
gnomes, mixed media art, and a
virtual raffle drawing for the
auction.
As different as our events
looked this year, so did the
variety of ways in which
parents supported our school.
Perhaps most memorable for
our older students were the
opportunities to meet civil
rights leaders, Wheeler Parker

and Chifundo Kachale thanks to
a parent active in the civil rights
movement.
To help us reopen as safely as
possible during the global
pandemic, parents generously
donated funds for an air
purification system and helped
create our outdoor classrooms.
They beautified the grounds in
the fall, and in the spring
represented MSOL with an
Earth Day cleanup in our
(Continued on page 3)

Parents’ Association Report: April 13, 2021
Officers Present
Jenna Treanor, President
Karen Damato, Vice President
Debbie Moreno, Treasurer
Jennifer Galka, Secretary
Also in attendance: Therese Colby, Manya Crippen
Meeting called to order at 9:00am by Jenna Treanor
Old Business
Auction Update
 Youth events have been very popular
 Wine Night will be canceled if minimum attendance not met.
 Debbie to check in with Room Parents to contact families about Teacher Features and
Classroom Projects.
 Therese to highlight raffle tickets for Classroom Projects and the Teacher Features in
the weekly newsletter.
 Winners of the Class Project raffle will be chosen either on the Wine Night or the
following week if the event is canceled.
New Business
Grandparents’ Day
 Each classroom will decide how to run Grandparents’ Day in a way that makes sense
for their particular needs. The PA will not be involved in the event this year.
Elections for 2021/2022 Parents’ Association
 Election will be held May 11th. Anyone interested in an office position can email Jennifer to be put on the agenda.
 Debbie nominated Jennifer for Vice President. Karen nominated Jenna for President.
Jenna nominated Karen for Treasurer. The position of Secretary is open for nominations.
Earth Day
 Manya is organizing a clean up day at 3:30pm on April 22nd. Families can meet at Mayfair
Park to clean the area and socialize. Since this is a family event, parents are expected
to bring their children and remain for the entirety of the event.
 Information will go out via Room Parents and Therese’s weekly newsletter.
Possible Spring Campus Beautification Day
 Manya expressed interest in organizing the beautification of campus, similar to last Fall.
Debbie offered to help organize.

Emma M learns about fire
building in Adventure Club

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00am
Next Meeting is May 11

th

The Parents' Association of Montessori School of Lemont
exists to support the school's philosophy, programs, and
activities for the benefit of all students, staff and families.
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Summer Specials
(Continued from page 2)

community.

Throughout the year, MSOL
volunteers in the parent
community and on the board
of directors have shared their
expertise, talents and
partnerships. Whether serving
on the PA, hosting Coffees or
bringing our students
incredible opportunities, we
couldn’t have done 2020
without you.
Thank you!

Summer is almost here and
that means the summer
program is right around the
corner! Programs for K-8th
grades begin June 8 and are
offered for eight weeks.
Parents can pick and
choose the weeks that best
fit their summer plans.
Choose from farming,
cooking, art, sports, math,
birds, crafts, and more.

already filled.
Please all the
office to inquire about
availability.
A 50% deposit is due by May
3rd and the balance is due by
June 3rd.
We look forward to a fun
and exciting summer!

Registration opened in
March and many weeks are

2021 IOWA Test Results
Each year in March we administer the IOWA Test of Basic
Skills to our K-9th grade students. While standardized testing results do not define our
students nor our curriculum, it
provides data for measuring
learner outcomes and program
efficacy.

The y-axis indicates the grade
level of the test and the x-axis
represents the students in the
entire grade. Tests are scored in
grade equivalencies up to grade
13, which does not indicate mastery of college curriculum rather
indicates our student performed
equivalently to a student in their
freshman year of college.
*Note: MSOL did not conduct IOWA
testing in the spring of 2020 due to
COVID-19.

"Wait a minute! I
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thought Neptune
was a sea god.

10

What is he doing

8
Current Grade

Where They Tested

6

Our staff takes to heart their
responsibility of providing students with their first impression
of testing in a low pressure, no
stakes environment and parents
are able to opt their children out
of testing. Conventional measurement tools like the IOWAs
do not always track with the
scope or sequence of our curriculum yet our students typically
perform above grade level.

7th graders. Blerta & Sophia
hanging out

on a planet?”
-G.H., age 4

4

2

0
1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 9th Grade

14

March 2019
12
10
8
6

Current Grade
Where They Tested

4
2
0
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
grade grade grade grade grade grade grade grade

Blue Room outside on Earth Day

...for all the little reasons
The Montessori School of Lemont is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been educating children
ages 3 through 8th grade for almost 50 years based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. The school was established in 1972 by teachers dedicated to offering families an individualized educational approach for their children. The school relocated to Lemont in 1990. In 2001, the school moved to
its permanent location after the construction of a new campus on 7.5 acres of donated land. In 2010, a
third was completed to accommodate the growing enrollment and in 2011, a “natural” playground and an
organic community garden were created. Funds are currently being raised to improve and grow our campus.

16427 W. 135th Street
Lemont, Illinois 60439

Montessori School of Lemont does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender identity, sexual
orientation, pregnancy, national origin, age, socio-economic level, physical ability, genetic information, and learning
style in the administration of its educational policies, admissions, hiring, scholarships or other school programs.

Phone: 815-834-0607
Fax: 815-834-0681
info@lemontmontessori.com
Twitter: @lemontessori
FB: montessorischooloflemont

lemontmontessori.com

Coffee Anyone?
It is the mission of the
Montessori School
of Lemont
to provide for the
physical,
intellectual,
emotional, and
spiritual
education of children ages
3-15 years
following the methods and
philosophy of
Dr. Maria Montessori.

Are you interested in learning
more about Montessori?
Join us for one of our monthly
“Coffees!”
For this month, prospective
parents will virtually tour the
school, learn about the Montessori philosophy, and be
introduced to faculty. For
details, call or email us at
info@lemontmontessori.com







Philosophy & Curriculum
Virtual Tour
Faculty Introductions
Q&A
Admissions Process

ISBE Recognition
Montessori School of Lemont has passed the
examination process and is now recognized by
the Illinois State Board of Education! The
school has been a registered non-public school
for decades and the status of recognition
opens up opportunities for membership in the
Illinois High School Association and participation in Illinois Elementary School Association
sanctioned sports, contests, and tournaments,
eligibility to participating in the Invest Kids
Act, and an added level of assurance that the

Friday, May 7th
Via Zoom

Join us for coffee and stay
for a few years!

school's educational program has been approved by ISBE and meets state requirements.

